REPORT OF INCLUSIVE CHILDREN FESTIVAL 2024

On the occasion of International Day for Persons with Disabilities 2024, Asha Ka
Jharna in partnership with The Hans Foundation celebrated Inclusive Children
Festival on 5" December 2024 at S K Govt Senior Secondary School Sports
Ground Sikar (Rajasthan). We invited 240 children from 12 regular (5
government & 7 private) schools and Two shelter homes for children in need of
care and protection (orphans). They along with 210 of children with disabilities
from our three special schools & three inclusive education project locations, one
another NGO and 30 trainees from our teacher training institute participated in day
long events.

Day started at 9.45 AM with dignitaries along with special children flagging off
awareness rally Badhte Kadam (Let’s Move On) comprising of 550 participants
who travelled through main market of town. Play cards depicting equal rights,
equal opportunity, education for all, accessibility, inclusion, participation in electoral
process, community integration & empowerment through advocacy were flashed
thereby sensitizing the society. More than 5000 community members along the
rally path cheered up the children. Rally assembled at S K School Sports Ground
at 10.40 AM where after settling down & relaxing, school team in charges got their
children registered at the counter.

At 11 AM, tri-coloured balloons were let off to sky by the special and non-
disabled children declaring ICF 24 open. In the second phase, 21 sporting &
ability games were organized including 50-meter race, sack race, spoon race,
jalebi jump, musical chair race, three-legged race, mehndi applying, gunshot,
basketball throw, ring throw, bowling alley, balloon pricking while blind folded
in which children participated enthusiastically. This year few new One Minute
Fun Games were introduced including Identification of cartoon characters,
Peeling off & eating oranges, Identification of objects while blind folded, To put
bindis on self-face. In all sporting & fun events both disabled and non-disabled
children were there attempting inclusion. Special children proved their talent by
winning 30 prizes whereas non disabled students bagged 36 prizes.

After a sumptuous lunch, in the third phase of cultural program segment, highlight of
the day was the Inclusive Play presented jointly by children from a premier English medium
school along with children with Intellectual/hearing disabilities from AKJ which stole
the show & captivated the audience. Children also enjoyed many amusements
activities & snack stalls including bouncy swing, trampoline swing, balloon
bursting, golgappas, candy floss, popcorn counter etc.

In the price distribution ceremony, invited esteemed guests & officials from
education & social justice departments, district legal service authority,
SAKSHAM, Vaish Samaj, Bharat Vikas Parishad encouraged the children by
handing over prizes and pledging to support equal rights of persons with
disabilities. These prominent social organizations were sensitized towards our



cause thus promoting inclusion in the community. Trainee educators from AKJ
Institute of training & inclusive rehabilitation Nawalgarh & Subodh BEd College
Sikar volunteered in the event and nursing students of Anupama Medical Training
Institute provided medical services with First Aid Box. All the children were
provided with participation gift, certificate and snacks. Day ended with sweet
memories and fostering of new friendship with children vowing to take along
their special buddy to the path of development. Feedback we received from non-
disabled children validated our intended objectives of inclusion, sensitization of
young citizens & showcasing talent of children with disabilities.

Event was widely covered in print and electronic media with due credit to The
Hans Foundation.
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